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UD ECONOMIST TO SERVE AS TECHNICAL EXPERT
FOR OHIO PUBLIC SCHOOLS EFFICIENCY STUDY
DAYTON, Ohio- By March 1998 the Ohio General Assembly needs to come up with a
new plan for funding the state's public schools.
Legislators are working with the Ohio Department of Education to find a constitutional
solution for insuring adequacy and efficiency in all of Ohio's schools. Their research is focused
on identifying school districts that are providing an adequate education and determining what
those schools are doing right.
John Ruggiero, assistant professor of economics and finance at the University of Dayton,
will serve on a 15-person advisory panel of a study that will look at efficiency in 20 Ohio
districts that have been identified as adequate. The Department of Education has contracted
Conrath and Trout Associates to conduct the study that started in December and will end in
March.
Ruggiero began analyzing issues in education as a graduate assistant at Syracuse
University in the early 1990s. He served as an analyst in a project sponsored by New York rural
school districts to measure district efficiency.
His recent research has focused on understanding the issues and costs of providing
educational services. For example, spending varies among districts depending on the number of
students requiring special services; the price of labor due to different costs of living; and
inefficiencies due to excess staff or ineffective curriculum.

-30For media interviews, call John Ruggiero at (937) 229-2550. For more information, call Erika
Mattingly at (937) 229-3212.
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